GLINTS THROUGH 

THE SHADOWS 


No. I 

The Book of Nature—God’s Commentary 
on the Bible 


By the 

REVEREND ARTHUR CHAMBERS 

Associate of King's College, London 
Author of “Our Life After Death 


London 

Charles Taylor, 23, Warwick Lane, E.C. 
1897 

Price Oite Shilling, nett 

All rights reserved 



Tin 


neologi) 


Lit 


van} 


SCHOOL OH THEOLOGY 
AT CLAREMONT 

Calif ovnia 




TO 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

CAPTAIN JOHN RICHARD RUSSELL, 

AS A MARK OF APPRECIATION 
OF HIS 

FRIENDSHIP, COUNSEL, AND KINDNESS, 


I DEDICATE THIS SERIES, 


Preface. 


The aim of the writer, in putting forth this 
first of a Series of Booklets, under the 
title—“ Glints through the Shadows,”—may be 
expressed in a very few words. 

He believes that there are thousands of 
earnest Christians, and tens of thousands 
outside the pale of the Church, who fail to 
estimate aright the glory of the Gospel of 
Christ, because that glory has been obscured 
by the ugly and doubt-provoking Shadows 
begotten of men’s misinterpretations of the 
words of Scripture. 

At the same time, he is sure that the Sun 
of Divine Truth is brightly shining behind 
those Shadows, and thinks he can detect some 
of the Glints of Heavenly Light which will 
presently disperse them. 
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If it be proved that he is mistaken, he 
has, nevertheless, behind the disappointment 
arising therefrom, the magnificent hope that 
enlightenment will come, to the seeker after 
Truth, in the Life Beyond. 

If he be right, then, surely it is his duty 
to help others to see those Glints which have 
so cheered and aided him in his faith. 

To those who are bound hand and foot in 
the grave-clothes of Church or Chapel tradition¬ 
alism, his thoughts will not be acceptable. 

On the other hand, however, from those 
who have learned that man’s knowledge of 
spiritual things, no less than his knowledge 
of other things, may become clearer and truer 
as the ages roll on, he can expect a thoughtful 
and unprejudiced consideration for what he 
has written. 

Wandsworth Common, 

August , 1897. 


Glints Through the Shadows. 


THE BOOK OF NATURE: GOD’S 
COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE. 


" Speak to the Earth, and it shall teach thee.” 

—Job xii. 8. 


M AN, as a separate creation of the 
Almighty, has been marked off 
from all the rest of terrestrial beings, 
by his possessing an unbounded capacity 
to learn . Thereby, he is constituted a 
creature of marvellous possibilities. 

The Christian Religion advances no 
incredible theory, when it asserts that, 
because of that capacity, human nature, 
under a re-adjusted environment, may rise, 
and go on rising, in character, in spiritu- 
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ality, and knowledge, until it becomes a 
photograph of the Creator. 

The Lord Jesus Christ implied that, 
when He said, “ Ye, therefore, shall be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect ” 
(Matt. v. 48. Revised Edition). 

And the Almighty, Who is never incon¬ 
sistent, and never implants an instinct or 
aspiration in animal or man, for which 
He does not provide its correspondence 
and satisfying, has not endowed man 
with this capacity to learn, without 
providing him with the means whereby 
he may do so. 

He has two great Books which He uses 
for the purpose—the Book of Nature, and 
the Book of Revelation, the Bible. 

By these, He is, and for ages has been, 
teaching men more and more concerning 
Himself, and those truths which crystallize 
around His being. 
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Marvellous Books are these! Books of 
so many pages that men may read and 
re-read them, and ever be learning. Books, 
whose meaning we dull-witted, spirit- 
beclouded ones have been so slow to 
grasp ; whose truths we have so often 
contorted and spoilt. 

Here, on a page of the one Book, lies 
the wonder of the infinitely small, revealed 
in a water-drop. 

There, on another page, the grandeur 
of the immensely great, disclosed by the 
telescope. 

Here, we detect a noiseless, but irre¬ 
sistible might, by which huge worlds of 
matter are made to circle through space 
in undeviating orbits. 

There, we are confronted with a subtle, 
inexplicable principle which kindles life, 
and the power of reproduction in plant 
and insect, animal and man. 
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On another page, we discover a strange, 
invisible, coercive force energizing every¬ 
where, and silently impelling to growth 
and maturity. 

Surely, a marvellous Book, this Book 
of Nature! 

Then there is the other Book of God— 
the Bible. That, also, has many pages. 
On some of them is written as much as 
God chose to tell mankind of Himself and 
truth, when He flashed some of His 
thoughts upon the minds of patriarchs, 
prophets, and other good men, in the 
twilight ages of scientific and religious 
knowledge. It was little in comparison 
with what He told men later. 

On other pages, we find a fuller and 
sublimer revelation of Deity, as when, 
with His Godhead veiled beneath the 
rough cloak of humanity, Jesus walked 
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this earth, and, sweeping aside men’s 
miserable conceptions of God, showed 
Him, not as He had been pictured, but 
as He really is. 

And by these two great Books, the 
Almighty is slowly, but surely teaching 
the human race. 

The God-given faculty must be exer¬ 
cised ; the capacity filled. 

Alas ! there are men who sincerely 
desire to understand God’s truth, and yet 
will only read one of the two Books, 
instead of both. 

Some, who intently study His Book 
of Nature, turn away from His Book of 
Revelation. 

Others read and study the Bible, but 
do not read into it what has been taught 
in the Book of Nature. The result of 
doing this latter has been disastrous. God 
has been misrepresented, and His workings 
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in grace misunderstood. Teachers of 
religion have slandered Him, by ascribing 
to Him a line of conduct in regard to 
the spiritual universe, utterly at variance 
with all His ascertain^ a workings in the 
physical world. And, as a consequence, 
His Bible itself, misinterpreted in the light 
of one-sided knowledge, has been made to 
intellectual Christians a perplexity, and to 
men of science a stumbling-block. 

In these days, we are beginning to see 
that a true knowledge of God and His 
truth is impossible, until the two great 
Books are studied side by side, and the 
truth contained in either is read into the 
other. Let men refuse to read into the 
Book of Revelation what God has so 
plainly taught in His Book of Nature, 
and the Bible will be misunderstood. The 
terrible perversions of Divine truth, found 
in the theology of ages when men knew 
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little of Nature as we now know it, are 
illustrations of this. 

On the other hand, let men read their 
Bible with that other Book of God open 
beside them, and upon its inspired pages 
will gleam a light which will remove many 
a difficulty, explain many a seeming con¬ 
tradiction, and force in upon the mind the 
conviction that Revelation has its basis in 
reason as well as in faith. 

May it not be that Job had a prophetical 
intuition of what would be, when he said, 
“ Speak to the Earth, and it shall teach 
thee”? 

The Earth—this wonderful Book of 
Nature, is designed to teach us certain 
great truths concerning God and His 
workings, which will invest His other 
great Book with diviner beauty and 
clearness. 

First and foremost, it will teach us that 
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the true God—the One Who was incarnate 
in Christ—is as superior to the imagined 
God of some men who have borne the 
name of “ Christian,” as the sun is superior 
to a rush-light, or the clear deep ocean 
to a muddy puddle. 

Out of the many teachings of the Book 
of Nature, there are three in particular 
which must be read into the Bible, if 
we would rightly understand the latter in 
its relation to the important subject of the 
salvation of mankind. 

I. The Book of Nature will teach us 
the reasonableness of expecting mystery as 
regards God's higher revelation of Himself 
to us. 

This higher revelation is that which 
centres itself in the Gospel of Christ, and 
the Gospel, in turn, centres itself in the 
question of man’s Salvation. 

The Bible, which contains the inspired 
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utterances of the God - Revealer, Jesus 
Christ, and of Prophets and Apostles, is 
the chief medium whereby God instructs 
men as to their Salvation. And it is full 
of mystery . Many mislike and reject it 
solely on that account. It tells us that 
God became incarnate. How mysterious! 
How staggering the thought that the 
mighty Maker of a universe so vast as 

to baffle conception, even when bent on 

an errand so urgent as the crushing out 
of an evil which endangered the welfare 
of that universe, should localize His 
Personality within the limits of a human 
Body, which seen on a mountain-top, 
appeared as only a speck ! It tells of 

miracles. How inexplicable that the sick 
should be instantly restored to health ; 

the dead brought back to life; and the 
winds and waves stilled, at the command 
of One like any other man in appearance ! 
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It teaches that we have a soul. What a 
mystery enwraps that subject ! What is 
man’s soul ? In what part of his organiza¬ 
tion is it located ? Why cannot the knife 
of the surgeon lay it bare ? 

These are mysteries connected with 
God’s great Book of Revelation, and, in 
this matter-of-fact age, men are impatient 
with mysteries. They are content to 
acknowledge a God and a religion, but 
they must be without the mystery. They 
cannot, or imagine they cannot, believe 
in an Incarnation, or in miracles, or in 
anything incapable of mathematical demon¬ 
stration. Stay! It is absolutely impossible 
to have God or His truth without the 
mystery. The Bible reveals the Infinite 
as coming into intimate relationship 
with the finite ; the Creator with the 
creature. 

Cavil at it, if you will, but it is not 
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possible for God to manifest Himself to 
man apart from mystery. 

Can you, for example, manifest yourself 
to an African Hottentot—a fellow-being, 
made in every physical fibre like to your¬ 
self—without it ? 

You fire your gun, and scare him out 
of his wits. You show him your balloons, 
telephones, and electrical machines, and he 
is dumfounded with astonishment. You 
and your civilized doings are mysteries to 
him. Men are unscientific in expecting 
no mystery in God’s higher revelation of 
Himself in the Gospel. 

We will go further, and say, that if 
Christianity were without any mystery, 
there would be the strongest presumption 
for thinking that it was not from God 
at all. It would be so unlike everything 
else within and without us of which we 
have knowledge. 
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Let us be sensible and logical. Let 
us speak to the earth, and it will teach 
us. The Book of Nature is only a lower 
revealment of God, and it is full of 
mystery. Is it reasonable to look for 
none of it in the Bible—the higher reveal¬ 
ment of Him ? Where is the consistency 
of being tolerant of mystery in a lower 
plane of knowledge, and intolerant of it 
in a higher plane ? 

And yet this is the position of the 
materialist. 

Think how the matter stands. The 
Book of Nature discloses to us the 
principle of life. This pervades the plants 
and trees, and the creatures of breath 
and movement. Tell me, What is it ? 
How is it secreted in the receptacle which 
holds it? Whence did it come? Whither 
does it go at the death of the organism ? 
Explain it. All! you cannot; it is a 
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mystery; just as much so as the Incar¬ 
nation, or a miracle. 

Again, here are a number of distinct 
classes of flowers growing in a garden in 
the same soil. One is red, another blue, 
others purple, yellow, crimson, pink, 
magenta, white. Why such variety from 
the same mould, the same sunshine, and 
the same rain and dew ? Is there no 
mystery here ? When Science has informed 
us that each particular plant is endowed 
with a power of selecting from the light 
and air and soil, the special ingredients 
which go to constitute its characteristics, 
has it really contributed one iota to the 
solution of the mystery ? 

Again, you have a mind. Of what 
does it consist ? What are thoughts ? 
Where are they stored ? Why are not the 
old ones ejected by a life-long influx of new 
ones ? You cannot tell; it is all mystery. 
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Seeing, then, that this is so, are those 
men truly scientific who study the Book 
of Nature in spite of the mystery in it, 
and at the same time, on account of that 
mystery, close the Bible ? I think not. 
To expect mystery in the higher revelation 
of God, is, then, the first commentary 
of the Book of Nature on the Bible. 

II. The Book of Nature will teach us 
to rightly estimate the character and disposition 
of God. 

He has been shockingly misrepresented; 
not only by the feather-bedecked savage 
under a system of brutal paganism; but 
also by Romanists and Protestants with 
His Bible in their hands. 

Some orthodox Churchmen have 
imagined Him to be such a monster of 
spite and cruelty, that they have tortured 
and burned their fellows with the idea 
that it pleased Him. Calvinistic divines, 
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with their heartlessly selfish and blas¬ 
phemous doctrines of Predestination and 
Unending Torment, have proclaimed Him 
to be an arbitrary and pitiless despot, 
who is as much the inferior, in dispo¬ 
sition, of every right-minded man, as is 
the cruellest barbarian ; and as opposite, 
in character, to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as darkness is to light. 

Does this indictment against the 
“ Christian ” detractors of God seem too 
severe ? I think not. Some theologians 
have taught that He is only concerned 
about a handful of Divine favourites, and 
cares little, practically, that no opportunity 
of salvation is offered to the teeming 
millions of the human race in the present 
and past ages. With astounding incon¬ 
sistency, they have preached a God Who 
is “not willing that any should perish” 
(2 Peter iii. 9), and a Christ Who will 
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leave the ninety and nine sheep, and go 
after the one that is lost (Luke xv. 4) ; 
and yet, in the same breath, have denied 
that there is any preaching of the Gospel 
in the Intermediate-World to those handi¬ 
capped thousands of millions who lived 
and died in ignorance of the fact of there 
being a Saviour. They take a glorious 
statement of Scripture—that Christ Him¬ 
self went direct from the Cross to the 
World Beyond, to preach “ the Gospel ” 
to antediluvians (1 Peter iv. 6, and 
1 Peter iii. 18-20), and outrage common 
sense by trying to make it mean anything 
but what it does mean. 

These teachers, moreover, have taught 
that although God is “Love,” and “His 
tender mercies are over all His works” 
(Psalm cxlv. 9), yet He will hereafter 
torture the greater part of His miserable 
creatures with infinite agonies for finite 
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offences; and that when aeons of hopeless 
and aimless suffering shall have wretchedly 
rolled away, He will not so much as lift 
a finger of His almighty hand to stay 
the shocking outrage upon justice and 
goodness. 

Horrible ! does a thinker say ? Yes, 
indeed; and the marvel is that Christianity 
has survived the awful doctrinal accretions 
which have been heaped upon it. No 
greater proof of its Divine origin can be 
found than this, that what would have 
suffocated long ago any other system of 
teaching, has not suffocated it. 

Oh ! ye weavers and retailers of in¬ 
credible theories, spun from the unhealthy 
and distorted imaginings of men, ye slander, 
foully slander, the Being ye profess to 
serve ! Know ye not that hundreds of 
thousands of thoughtful and good men 
have shuddered at God and Religion 
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because of your teaching ? Ye school 
yourselves to imagine ye believe the 
Fiend-inspired doctrines ; but ye never 
reflect upon what they involve. Others 
do reflect, and loathe the god ye offer. 
“ Speak to the Earth,” to God’s beautiful 
Book of Nature. By it ye may estimate 
aright His character and disposition. 
Close for a while the Bible, which ye 
have so misinterpreted, until by reading 
and understanding God’s other Book, the 
jaundiced eye of exclusiveness shall have 
been cleansed, and the paralysis of uncon¬ 
cern for others’ wrongs shall have been 
cured; and ye shall see then on the pages 
of Inspiration, the God as He is, and not 
as He has been conceived! “ Speak to 

the Earth”; aye, speak to it! 

In thought, I am standing in an 
Australian forest. Giant trees, through a 
cutting in whose trunk a coach and 
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horses could be driven, are stretching their 
tops hundreds of feet heavenward. 

Now, I am in the bleak, wind-swept 
highlands. A pretty heather-flower is 
modestly blooming at my feet. 

Again, I am in the tropics. A wealth 
of luxuriant vegetation and gorgeously- 
coloured plants is around me. 

Now, I am in a dismal garret in a 
sunless, pestilential London slum, where 
a little daisy is growing in a broken 
flower-pot. 

Speak to them; for they have a Divine 
lesson to give. They will teach thee that 
God is not, as He has been said to be, a 
Being of partiality. He is as much con¬ 
cerned about, and loves equally, the giant 
tree, the heather-flower, the crimson cactus, 
and the daisy. Examine them. Has He 
not taken as much pains with the one as 
the other? His sunshine kisses, and His 
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rain waters all of them as gladly and 
ungrudgingly. 

Do ye understand what these Gospel- 
interpreters are telling? They are saying, 
as plainly as they can, that what too many 
of the religious teachers have preached 
of their Maker is false; that the truth 
in His Bible has been distorted. 

It is not a fact that He only loves 
the few; He loves us all. It is not true 
that He will make no effort in another 
world to save the unenlightened millions 
who die unredeemed. Christ is “ the 
Saviour of all men,” if only they will 
be saved. There will be lost souls, in 
the case of those who have hopelessly 
hardened themselves, by persistent sin and 
indifference, into insensibility to God and 
goodness; but no lost soul will ever be 
able to reproach Infinite Love, by saying— 
“ Eternal life is not mine, because Thou 
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didst not love me, or concern Thyself 
about me, or make an effort, as Thou 
didst for others, to save, me. I, too, 
was a lost sheep, but the Shepherd called 
Good, never on Earth, or in Hades, went 
after me,” 

It is not true that there will be an 
everlasting discord in the universe of God, 
in the shape of an endless Hell of unutter¬ 
able woe. The God Who loves beauty and 
order could never tolerate it. 

The Apostolic doctrine of a limited 
and justly-proportioned punishment for 
sin, followed by the destruction of impeni¬ 
tent and hardened men, body and soul, in 
“the Second Death,” has been displaced 
for an incredible dogma, which translates 
“ death ” to mean a life of unending 
wretchedness and depravity. 

But it is not true. It has no better 
foundation than the figment, borrowed 
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from Platonism, that man, good or bad, 
is by nature immortal. The Bible emphati¬ 
cally contradicts it. 

Moreover, the Christian world at large 
has a suspicion that the God-dishonouring 
doctrine of an Everlasting Plell is false. 
Those who profess to believe it have not 
the courage to think about it. In the 
religious books of the present day it is 
handled very gingerly. Its advocates are 
not bold enough, in this humaner nine¬ 
teenth century, to preach and to teach it 
openly and honestly. 

Many, who in their heart of hearts 
mislike it, believe it to be an indispensable 
part of Catholic truth; but they conceal 
the moral monstrosity beneath an exuber¬ 
ance of wordy vagueness. 

“We,” say the trees, the flowers, and 
the hosts of earth's living creatures, “ are 
the silent witnesses that harmony and 
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beauty are the purpose of God in creation, 
and that perpetuated discord, and immortal 
moral ugliness are not His purpose. We 
(say they) all live and move and have our 
being in Him. Our very existence is 
bound up with the surrender of ourselves 
to His eternal laws. Our resistance to those 
laws (if such a thing were possible) would 
entail upon us the penalty of non-existence .” 

Yes, and man’s maintained resistance 
to God’s moral and higher laws, will entail 
upon him the same penalty. Jesus Him¬ 
self says so (Matt. x. 28), and the whole 
of the Bible confirms the truth. 

The object of the Incarnation was to 
make man capable of magnificent possibili¬ 
ties. It placed it in the power of the 
mortal and undeveloped creature to grasp 
Immortality and Perfection. But he was 
not created an automaton; but a being 
endowed with the power of choice. The pre- 
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requisite for his attainment of Immortality 
and the Perfection, which is indissolubly 
associated with it, is his desire for it. 
He must wish to become a part of Divine 
Order, if ever that end is to be reached. 

A Heaven composed of wills sub¬ 
ordinated by Almighty coercion, would 
not be a Heaven in which a God of 
Love could find delight. Man may stifle 
within him, if he so please, the desire 
for God, and the desire to be good, until, 
in obedience to the Divine law, operating 
in the realm of the spiritual as well as 
the physical, his capacities shrivel up, 
and at length disappear. 

In that case, Immortality and Perfection 
for him will become an impossibility. He 
will perish; he will disappear from the 
plane of existence. 

There is no more reason for pre¬ 
supposing an everlasting existence for him, 
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than there would be for imagining the 
prolonged existence of an animal or a 
plant when it fails in adjusting itself to 
the environment which makes for its 
preservation and maturity. 

In the Hereafter, when God shall be 
“all in all,” such an one will not live 
on as a disfigurement of Divine beauty. 

By the annihilating hand of “the Second 
Death,” he will have passed out of a universe 
of Order. Only the good can be immortal. 

Platonic dogma foisted into Christian 
truth, may teach the contrary, but the 
Bible declares that no rebellious creature 
shall remain for ever as a constituent of 
a rival colony of sin and horror, and as 
a discord, a blot, a defiance, and a menace 
to the universe. Do the champions of a 
worn-out theory realize that an everlasting 
Hell of sin and misery involves such a 
fearful consequence ? 


26 GLINTS THROUGH THE SHADOWS. 


What has the Book of Nature to say 
with respect to this ? It confirms the 
proclamation of the Bible. Pointing to 
God's workings in the physical universe, 
it refutes the audacious assertion that He 
will preserve in indestructible hideousness, 
any creature who will not answer the end 
of its existence. 

It stamps as falsehood the teaching 
that He will immortalize sin and moral 
deformity ; and negatives the idea that 
He can be so inconsistent, so aimlessly 
cruel, so utterly regardless of His honour 
as the upholder of good, as He has been 
represented to be. And so it becomes a 
commentary on the statement of the Bible, 
as to God’s character and disposition. 

III. The Book of Nature will assist 
us in forming a true idea of the character 
of Salvation . 

Not all the preachers and teachers of 
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the Religion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
have understood what His Gospel really 
is. And, consequently, Salvation, in its 
essential character and purport, has been 
too often mis-stated and under-stated. 

This, of course, has been a terrible 
hindrance to Christ’s work in the world. 

If it were not that we believe in the 
possibilities of enlightenment in a World 
Beyond, we should be utterly perplexed at 
the Almighty permitting such misrepre¬ 
sentation of His truth. 

In the first place, men’s failure to 
rightly estimate the character of Salvation, 
has strengthened the hands of the enemies 
of Christianity. In the next place, it has 
immeasurably lowered the idea of Salvation 
in the minds of Christians themselves. 
Consider the first of these results. 

Half the opposition of opponents is 
based upon crude conceptions of the 
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Gospel. The objections urged against it, 
are not, in fact, against it as properly 
understood; but against certain persons* 
interpretations of it. 

Dress up, and disguise, the Christian 
Religion in the grotesque garb of Augus- 
tinianism and Calvinism, and you will lay 
the scoffer under a great obligation to you 
for the splendid opportunity you thereby 
afford him to blaspheme. You will have 
furnished him with a string of arguments 
against Christianity, which cannot be 
confuted. 

Try to bolster up, for example, two 
such wretched dogmas of that unlovely 
creed, as Arbitrary Sovereignty and Ever¬ 
lasting Torment, and he will score off you 
at every point; and what is wo^e, will 
congratulate himself that he has demolished 
Gospel truth, whereas he will have but 
strangled your caricature of it. On the 
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other hand, clothe the Christian religion 
with the ideas of more enlightened ex¬ 
ponents, and, at once, you will deprive its 
detractors of most of their stock-in-trade. 

That this is true, will be seen in the 
tactics adopted by those, euphemistically 
named, Free-thinkers. Their attacks, 
for the most part, are directed against 
low types of religious teaching, which 
better informed Christians themselves 
repudiate. 

The scientific man will reject, on the 
ground of antecedent improbability, a 
doctrine of Salvation which is represented, 
in its aim and modus operandi , as unlike 
anything with which he is familiar in the 
realm of the physical. But he will not 
be indisposed to give careful consideration 
to a subject in which well-known and 
acknowledged laws and principles are 
shown to be working. 
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Convince him that there is “ natural 
law in the spiritual world,” and the most 
formidable obstacle to his acceptance of 
Christian truth will have been removed. 
If he still reject that truth, he will no 
longer be able to entrench himself behind 
the excuse that it is incredible because 
it bears no resemblance to scientific fact. 

This consideration, of itself, surely 
renders a full knowledge of God’s truth 
a very important matter. 

But there is much more involved in 
an under-statement of Salvation than this. 
It detracts from its grandeur in the 
minds of Christians themselves. 

Men have taken one particular phase 
of Salvation, and after unduly magnifying 
it out of all true proportion to the whole, 
have thereby obscured the real nature of 
the Gospel. A characteristic of the thing 
has been taken for the thing itself. 
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There is, at the present time, a religious 
Body which has chosen for its motto the 
words—“ Blood and Fire.” I suppose the 
phrase is meant to denote that there is 
an everlasting Hell, and a deliverance from 
that Hell by the Blood of Christ. But 
the adoption of such a motto by a 
community describing itself as a “ Salvation - 
Army,” shows how little the true idea of 
Salvation has been grasped. 

To a thoughtful mind, there is an 
unfitness—not to use a harsher criticism— 
in making these words the symbol of a 
movement which aims at making men 
acquainted with what Christ can do for 
and by them. It is very misleading. 
It is calculated to dim the perception of 
persons, especially of the uneducated, as 
to the true import of the Gospel. The 
latter is as much under-stated by this 
unsuitable motto, as a school would be, 
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were it advertised as merely a means of 
saving a boy from the gutter, instead of 
an instrument for uplifting him to know¬ 
ledge and culture. 

The chances of men embracing a 
Salvation presented in this way, will be 
less than they would be, were it put in 
its true character. 

The appeal will be to a lower, rather 
than to a higher instinct; to fear, rather 
than to noble ambition. Men will become 
Christians in order to be saved from, 
rather than into something; to escape 
Hell, rather than to gain Heaven ; to 
avoid Satan, rather than to find God. 
Thus, again, we see the importance of a 
true idea of Salvation. 

What, then, is Salvation, in its full and 
scriptural significance ? The word itself 
affords the clue to its right interpretation. 
It comes from the Latin word “ Salvere ,” 
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to be well, or in good health, and denotes 
wholeness and soundness. 

As used in the Bible with respect to 
man, it describes a condition into which, 
by the love and grace of his Maker, he 
ultimately may be brought. 

That is the primary and predominant 
idea connected with it. Whatever other 
idea may be associated with it is only 
secondary, and not, necessarily, essential 
to the main idea. The main idea of 
Salvation is Perfection , i.e., a saving into. 
The secondary idea is Rescue, i.e., a 
saving from. 

A general mistake is the inversion of 
this order. The secondary is put first; 
the primary is placed second. Salvation, 
scripturally understood, is not merely a 
deliverance from sin — the disease of a 
fallen nature,—and an escape from the 
outcome of that disease— Extinction, as 
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Christ shows, of body and soul in the 
“ Second Death,” after Judgment with its 
just and proportioned punishment. 

Rescue from Hell and Death is a part, 
but only the smaller part, of God’s work 
of Salvation. It is but a preliminary to 
something much greater. 

Salvation is robbed of its true signifi¬ 
cance, if it be restricted to the idea of 
Rescue. 

The thing itself, in its essential character, 
is far grander. It is the saving of men 
into bodily, spiritual, mental, and moral 
perfection. This latter is a work in com¬ 
parison with which the preliminary work 
of rescuing dwindles into comparative 
insignificance. 

A homely illustration will serve to 
make my meaning plain. 

Here is a sickly little child, and, in 
addition to the misfortune of a naturally 
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unrobust constitution, he is stricken with 
a malignant fever. 

A skilful physician is called in to him, 
who, interposing between the disease and 
its consequences, rescues the child from 
death. “ A splendid man—that physician— 
and a noble profession, his ! ” you say. 
Quite so; he has saved a life. 

But suppose he were so skilful as not 
only to save that sickly little one from 
dying, but also to rid him of his con¬ 
stitutional infirmity, and make him a bonny, 
sturdy boy. 

In that case, would not your admiration 
for him be increased a hundred-fold ? To 
snatch a life from death is grand ; but to 
bring the fevered pulse to the even throb 
of health, and to set up vigour in the 
place of infirmity is grander. 

There is a great soul-Doctor, Jesus 
Christ. We are the poor, sickly children, 
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without the bloom of spiritual health. 
We have caught the fever of sin: it is 
burning in, and wasting, our moral system. 
Unarrested, it will entail more or less of 
suffering in this life and the Hereafter, 
and at length will bring about the final 
dissolution and destruction of “ the Second 
Death” (Matt. x. 28). 

He will be a grand Doctor, that Saviour 
Christ, if He only stamp out that fever, 
and save us from the extinction which 
it threatens. 

Most assuredly so. But will He not 
be an infinitely grander soul-Doctor, if, 
in addition to this, He make us robust 
and perfect beings ? 

That is what He has pledged Himself 
to do. That is what constitutes the main 
characteristic of His Salvation. We detract 
from His honour, as well as under-estimate 
His Salvation, when we conceive of the 
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latter as chiefly a saving from direful 
calamities, instead of a saving into immortal 
wholeness and excellence. 

Understood aright, Salvation exhibits 
the Love and Power of God in a way 
far beyond that which any Scheme of 
Rescue from evil, however appalling, can 
possibly exhibit it. 

The truth of this statement will be 
the better perceived, if we examine more 
closely the subject of Salvation. It will 
startle some to be told that, had man 
remained sinless, and never by his fall 
exposed himself to death, he would still 
have been the object of Divine Salvation. 

Salvation, with its far-stretching blessings 
and possibilities, did not originate in the 
mind of God because of sin. That is a popular 
theological idea; but it is wrong. Neither 
did it spring from Pity—God’s Pity for a 
race which had brought disaster upon itself. 
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It is the outcome of Infinite Love and 
Benevolence. It was antecedent to sin, and 
continued in spite of it. God would have 
“ loved the world,” had men not become 
sinners. His Love conceived Salvation; 
but their sin did not generate that Love. 

Pity, indeed, prompted God to save— 
in the sense of rescuing the creature after 
he had fallen, so that he “ should not 
perish ”; but it was Love that long before 
that—even from eternity—had led Him to 
plan that unfallen man should come into 
close relationship with the Deity, and 
receive “ eternal life.” 

There was an “Eternal Purpose” of 
God (Eph. iii. n), when His new creation— 
man—was brought into existence. Quite 
apart from the circumstance of the Fall, 
Adam, as he left his Maker’s hand, was 
not such as was designed he afterwards 
should be. Eden was never intended to 
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be the goal of human existence. Had 
man remained sinless and happy, it was 
never meant that he should be an excep¬ 
tion to the universal law which makes for 
something higher. 

Though, at first, fashioned “a little 
lower than the angels,” it was but a pre¬ 
liminary to his being “ crowned with glory 
and honour” (Psalm viii. 5). A mag¬ 
nificent prospect lay before the, as yet, 
sinless, but undeveloped human creature. 
The Infinite Mind had conceived and 
planned vast possibilities for him. Created 
with a capacity for immortality; but as yet 
not in possession of it, the One Who alone 
had it as a principle of being (1 Tim. vi. 16), 
was, through the Incarnation, to confer it 
as a “gift” upon man (Rom. vi. 23), and 
to lift him over the heads of angels into 
the position and dignity of a “ son of God ” 
(1 John iii. 1.) 
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That is Salvation as it originated in the 
Mind of God, long before it had become a 
necessity to import into it any characteristic 
of Rescue whatsoever. 

Love and Benevolence were the fountain¬ 
heads of this “ Eternal Purpose,” and Pity 
was but a tributary which afterwards flowed 
into the main stream. 

Of course, such a view of Salvation will 
call for a re-adjustment of prevailing ideas 
concerning the Incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It will leave the great fact 
untouched, as the basis of the Christian 
Religion; but it will place that fact in a 
different relationship to Salvation. 

Many think of the Incarnation as the 
result of man’s sin. It is nothing of the 
kind. It is the outcome of the Eternal 
Purpose. Had man never sinned, Jesus 
would still have assumed human nature. 
1 hat was the Divinely-appointed means of 
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carrying out God’s Scheme of saving man 
into sonship and perfection. By means of 
the Incarnation, man will become what, 
otherwise, he could never, even had he 
remained unfallen, have been. By it, alone, 
vast possibilities of dignity and blessing 
have been opened up to him. Those who 
say that it was man’s sin which brought 
about Christ’s Incarnation, do not realize 
what that involves. It places the human 
race under an everlasting indebtedness to 
sin. In that case, we owe Adam a great 
deal more than is generally supposed. When 
he fell, he did the grandest thing he could 
possibly have done for himself and his 
posterity; and sin—that loathsome disease 
which God hates, was, in reality, the 
aider of God’s Eternal Purpose, and at 
the same time man’s unrecognized bene¬ 
factor. According to the doctrine of 
thousands of accredited teachers, was it 
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not the means of bringing Jesus into 
the world ? 

“ Inconsistent ! impossible ! ” you say. 
Quite so, I think. And yet it is a logical 
conclusion from theological premisses which 
for centuries have passed muster for “ ortho¬ 
doxy.” 

In spite of a revived tendency to pros¬ 
trate men’s minds before the traditionalisms 
of Church and Chapel, it behoves us as 
thoughtful men to consider whether truer 
and more Scriptural ideas may not be forth¬ 
coming on this subject. Why, in the name 
of common-sense, should mediaeval theo¬ 
logians, who were so much our inferiors in 
other kinds of knowledge, be accounted so 
infallible in religious knowledge, that it is 
considered by some, to be next door to 
heresy to question their pronouncements ? 
The fact is, sin had nothing whatever to 
do with the origination of God’s Plan of 
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human Salvation, or with the Incarnation 
by which that Plan is carried into effect. 

How could it ? God’s Purpose is an 
Eternal one, and sin is an accident of Time . 
How was it possible that the Incarnation— 
an essential of the Eternal Purpose—could 
depend upon an event which, if man had 
acted rightly, would never have happened ? 

What sin actually did was to import 
another feature into the work , but not into 
the Plan , of Salvation. Man, by sinning, 
introduced a difficulty which the Almighty 
had to overcome before He could proceed 
with the work. By his opposition to eternal 
law and order, man forfeited his privilege of 
remaining any longer in a universe, where 
the welfare and bliss of every creature 
depends upon the maintenance of goodness 
and obedience. “The wages of sin is 
death,” and he placed himself in the embrace 
of Death. And had it not been for the 
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boundless Love and Benevolence which 
would not be baulked, the penal law would 
have annihilated man on the day that he 
sinned, and would have annihilated also 
God’s Purpose of Human Salvation. 

Then it was that the work of Salvation 
became not the work of saving an unfallen 
creature, but a fallen one, whose very life 
was forfeit to Eternal Law. The circum¬ 
stances of the case had become altered, and 
before the Purpose of God could advance, 
the man-imposed obstacle had to be removed. 
Ihe Christ would still become incarnate, 
as had always been designed; but in con¬ 
sequence of sin, He had now to do what 
otherwise there would have been no occasion 
for Him to do : He had to die. 

In this way, Rescue from Hell and Death, 
not originally a feature of Salvation, became 
so. Thenceforward, in the working out of 
the Eternal Purpose, man in order to be 
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saved into Divine sonship and perfection, 
had first to be saved out of evil and its 
concomitant of ruin. But the main feature 
of Salvation remained unchanged. Can we 
be quite sure that we are right in viewing 
Salvation in this light ; that its main 
characteristic is a saving into , rather than 
a saving from ? Remember that the ideas 
of theologians on the point have greatly 
varied at different periods of Christian 
history. The Church has always preached 
Salvation, but it has not always preached 
it in the same way. At times, the main 
characteristic of the Gospel has been rele¬ 
gated to the background. Immortality and 
Perfection has not been denied, but it has 
been obscured by the lurid glare of a Hell 
of medievalism ; and men’s minds have 
been centred more on the thought of Rescue 
from the horrible, than of Development into 
the beautiful. 
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There is the greatest possible contrast, 
for example, between the preaching of such 
men as Maurice and Farrar, on the one 
hand, and Spurgeon and Jonathan Edwards, 
on the other hand. And yet both Schools 
have preached Salvation. Is there nothing, 
then, to which we can appeal, more authori¬ 
tative than the varying opinions of men, 
whether in this age, or any other age of the 
Church, to confirm us in the conviction 
that the view of Salvation advanced above 
is the right one, and that it is, moreover, in 
accord with the teaching of Scripture ? 

Yes ; there is the other Book of God— 
His Book of Nature. It cannot lie; nor 
can it contradict His other Book, the Bible, 
when that Bible is taken out of the hands 
of text-jugglers and interpreted fairly. 

We may gather from the Book of Nature 
what is the essential character of Salvation. 
Therefrom, we may learn that God has a 
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Purpose in regard to the physical universe, 
which, as far as concerns underlying principle, 
is exactly the same as is His Purpose in 
regard to man, in the realm of the spiritual. 

The Purpose in both cases is Salvation. 

Science has made it clear to us that the 
material things in which exists the mystery 
of life, have been fashioned in view of their 
attainment of soundness and wholeness . They 
have been so made as to be capable of 
rising from a lower into a higher phase 
of existence. Almighty skill has designed 
them with a constructive capacity for 
reaching that particular point of excellence 
and perfection possible to their order. 

Look at a newly-born animal, the egg 
of a bird, reptile, or insect, an acorn, and 
the seed of a plant or flower. What is the 
Purpose of the Creator concerning these 
things ? That there is a Purpose is mani¬ 
fest in the fact that their organization points 
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to an end other than the condition which 
they have already attained. It looks in 
the direction of development and perfection. 
They are not what they might become. 

Unless the design exhibited in their 
construction be meaningless, these creatures 
were evidently constituted under the pre¬ 
dominant idea of a Salvation into something. 
Each thing, even in its initial stage of life, 
contains within it latent possibilities of 
something greater. 

Without doubt, the egg was fashioned 
to become the bird; the acorn, the oak; 
and the seed, the plant. Nor is this evidence 
of there being a Purpose of Salvation in 
regard to the lower creation, in any way 
upset by the fact that not all of that 
creation attain it. 

Not every organism on the plane of the 
physical acquires that for which it has a 
potentiality; just as not every human being 
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will attain God’s higher Salvation, in spite 
of his having been, like the lower creatures, 
brought into existence in view of something 
better. 

In the case of the lower creation, there 
may be many considerations in the Divine 
Mind why this main idea of Salvation should 
not be fulfilled as regards some. The 
Almighty may have a hundred reasons 
unknown to Science why not every egg 
should become a bird, every acorn, an oak, 
and every seed, a plant. What, if a 
necessity of maintaining “ a balance in 
Nature,” should be the cause of His staying 
the operation of this law of Salvation with 
respect to part of the lower creation ! 

That He actually does so is plain to all. 
Untold numbers of the young of animals 
prematurely die, and millions of seeds never 
develope into flowerhood, or treehood. 

This extinction of things before arriving 
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at maturity, in no way re-complexions the 
principle of Salvation in its bearing upon the 
physical world. The principle is seen in 
the case of those things which do pass 
on to that condition. All we need think is, 
that the Almighty, for some reason or 
other, has appointed that perfection shall 
not be reached by all the lower creatures ; 
and that in their particular case the main 
Purpose of Salvation under which they were 
constructed, yields to another purpose. But, 
of course, when we come to man the case 
is altogether different. He, as a being 
possessing some of the attributes of God 
Himself, is placed on an immeasurably 
higher plane of life and experience. If the 
Bible be right, the Salvation of the Gospel 
was designed for all. We cannot, therefore 
conceive, as Calvinists have done, that the 
Almighty has ever decreed that some of the 
human race shall not attain it. It is a foul 
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slander upon Divine Love, to assert that He 
will do in regard to man—His special and 
unique creation—what He does in regard to 
eggs and seeds; viz., Himself appoint that 
the law of Salvation shall not apply to some 
persons. 

We can imagine a reason for His acting 
thus in regard to animals and seeds : it is 
impossible to conceive a reason for His 
doing so in respect to men. What object 
could God possibly have in appointing that 
some men shall not be saved ? Is His 
Heaven too small to accommodate the whole 
of the human race ? Does not the Scripture 
state that He “ will have all men to be 
saved” (1 Tim. ii. 4)? How, then, can 
He ever be man’s Obstructor in obtaining 
Salvation ? 

But man himself may become his own 
obstructor! As regards Eternal Salvation, 
he may make himself what, assuredly, God 
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will never make him—a failure. He may 
become a being who does not answer to 
the Purpose of the Almighty. Do you say, 
Can this be possible ? Yes, the fact of 
Will in man makes it so. 

As the head of terrestrial creation, he 
has been peculiarly endowed. The rightful 
exercise of a power of will on his part, has 
been affixed by God as a pre-requisite for the 
higher Salvation into which he is to be 
saved. Once having given it, God will 
never curtail the gift, or coerce it, or with¬ 
draw it, except with the life of the receiver. 
Man may use it rightly or wrongly, but it 
is an indispensable part of himself. With¬ 
out it, he would be no longer a man, but 
an automaton. God will extinguish it, if 
it finally refuse to bend to Him; but its 
extinguishment will involve the extinguish¬ 
ment of the man himself. There are some 
who believe that it is possible for the will 
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of man to everlastingly continue in hostility 
to God. That is a perfectly logical con¬ 
clusion from the false premiss that man is 
incapable of ceasing to exist; but, unfor¬ 
tunately for the theory, the Bible from 
beginning to end denies the premiss. 

One of the first things we read in 
Scripture is, that God guarded against the 
possibility of an everlasting hostile will, by 
keeping “ the way of the tree of life, lest 
man should take of it , and eat , and live for 
ever” (Gen. iii. 22, 24). So, then, while 
contending that the Almighty will never 
undo what He has done, by stripping man 
of his will, and so making him in effect a 
machine ; yet we believe that the will 
which persists in rebellion in this world 
and the next, will pass out of existence, 
with the man himself, in “ the Second 
Death.” 

As long as the man remains, his will, 
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too, must remain; and this, if wrongly 
directed, may present an insuperable barrier 
to his Salvation. 

Consequently, if Will be a reality, and 
not an attribute called by too great a 
name, it must be possible for man not to 
answer to the Purpose of God concerning 
himself. 

Thus, then, while with regard to the 
lower creation, it is plainly not the intention 
of God that all should be saved into maturity 
and perfection; it is impossible, with an 
open Bible before us, to think that same 
thing, in respect to the human race and a 
greater Salvation. His desire is for “ all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth” (i Tim. ii. 4). 
If that Divine wish be not gratified, through 
the failure of some to use aright the gift 
of Will — the indispensable condition of 
Salvation,—then the fault will be man’s, 
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not God’s. The benevolent Purpose was 
never conceived apart from the conduct 
and attitude of the man to be blessed. 

No doubt, this is a thought which will 
shock many. It is the fashion, in our 
days, to think of God as if He were 
nothing else but Benevolence; and as if 
there were no other considerations to Him, 
but how He can force men to receive 
His magnificent bounty. Neither the Book 
of Nature, nor the Bible presents Him 
in this light. 

It may be asked—Can it be possible 
for a man to frustrate the purpose of the 
Omnipotent ? Can the creature stay the 
fulfilment of the desire of the Creator ? 
Will not God, when His Will and man’s 
are antagonistic, find means to forcibly 
bend man’s will to His ? These questions 
at first sight appear plausible, and too 
often an answer not in accordance with 
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truth is given, because certain stubborn 
facts of human experience are not kept 
in view. 

Take the first two of these queries— 
as to its being possible for man to frus¬ 
trate the Purpose of God, and of staying 
the fulfilment of His desires. 

Man, undoubtedly, does possess the 
power of frustrating the Purposes of God, 
however difficult it may be for us to assign 
a reason for God’s permitting it. 

Was it the Purpose and desire of the 
Almighty that there should be sin; and 
that men should murder, lie, and grovel in 
lust and vileness ? 

The mere suggestion horrifies you. “ No,” 
you say, “ God’s Purpose and desire con¬ 
cerning the creature made in His image 
was the opposite to this. His Purpose was 
that they should be holy.” 

Just so; then the fact that men have 
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been murderers and debased wretches proves 
that they do possess the power of frustrating 
His Purpose and desire. 

Where, then, is the difficulty of thinking 
them possessed of a similar power to frustrate 
God’s other great Purpose of Salvation ? 
Why, according to the Universalist, should 
the thought that men do this latter, be 
accounted a reproach upon the Omnipotence 
of God, any more than the fact that they 
can murder and lie ? 

Then take the other question, as to the 
likelihood of God forcibly bending man’s 
hostile, but independent, Will into con¬ 
formity with His own. 

What if it be no part of His Purpose 
to dispossess His creature of the Will when 
once given, and compel him to be saved ! 
What if He have no inclination to people 
His heaven with beings, who are there, not 
on account of their Will, but in spite of it! 
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What if God, while desiring that all should 
be saved, should have made it a part of 
the Eternal Purpose that none shall obtain 
Salvation but such as co-operate with Him 
in the work ! 

The position of the Universalist is, in 
my opinion, an illogical one. He argues 
that all will ultimately be saved, because 
all are capable of Salvation, and it was 
designed for all. The Book of Nature at 
once upsets his conclusion. 

The babes, the eggs and the acorns show 
a constructive capacity for becoming men, 
birds and trees. Each one in its own 
particular class is fashioned as the others 
of the same class, which presupposes the 
same possibility for all. 

According to the Universalist, on the 
lines with which he argues in regard to 
man s Salvation, every one of these creatures 
endowed with these latent potentialities 
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should be saved into perfection. As a 
matter of fact there are numbers of them 
that are not. There are babes who never 
in this world become men, eggs which never 
merge into bird-life, and acorns which never 
grow into oaks. 

And when we take into account the 
existence of Will in man, and remember 
that he possesses the magnificent, but awful, 
power of saying—“ I will not ” to the 
Almighty’s “ Do this,” we can see the 
possibility of his not fulfilling the Divine 
Purpose of Salvation; and this, without 
calling into question the Omnipotence of 
God. 

The Books of Revelation and Nature 
are in agreement on this point. Both 
proclaim the same truth, viz., that the 
Purposes of God never contemplated any 
fulfilment of them, without the compliance 
on the part of the plant, or the animal, 
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or the man, with the conditions prescribed. 
By its Maker, the tadpole was formed to 
become a frog, and the man, a son of God. 
But a boy may extinguish the possibilities 
of the tadpole, by imprisoning it in a pill¬ 
box until it dies, and a man by persistent 
refusal to bend his Will to the Divine Will, 
may likewise extinguish his possibilities. 
In both cases, there will have been a failure 
in adjustment to the conditions necessary 
for Salvation. 

The boy and the man will have nullified 
the Purpose of God ; the former will have 
prevented the tadpole becoming a frog, and 
the latter, his becoming a saint. But neither 
will have limited Omnipotence, because it 
was never intended that frog-hood or saint¬ 
hood should be attained except under con¬ 
ditions appointed for the end. 

These, then, are some of the elementary 
truths concerning Salvation, which we may 
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read from God’s Book of Nature into His 
Bible. 

Timid Christians need not be alarmed. 
The perception of the truths dealt with 
above, will not necessitate the relinquish¬ 
ment of any part of the revealed Gospel; 
although it will certainly call for a re-state¬ 
ment of much of the interpretation which has 
been put upon that Gospel. 

The grand old Bible will not be dis¬ 
lodged from its position as the text-book of 
Christian Faith ; but with God’s Com¬ 
mentary open beside it, it is very certain 
that the various Schools of Religious thought 
will have to read into Scripture truths 
which they have hitherto either negatived 
or obscured. 

Spiritual Truth, like Scientific Truth, 
will be in the future what it has ever been 
in the past—unchangeable; but man’s 
understanding of the former, as of the 
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latter, grows clearer as the years roll on. 

We of to-day have advantages which 
our forefathers had not. God’s other 
Book, His Commentary on the Bible—is 
open to us in a way in which it was not 
to them. Many will have to un-learn in 
order to learn aright. 

The Evangelicalism, which makes a 
deliverance from Satan the predominant 
idea of Salvation, will have to see, if men 
wish to preach aright the Gospel of Christ, 
that its primary characteristic is a saving 
into , rather than a saving from. 

Teachers in the ranks of Anglicanism, 
Romanism, and Dissent, who promulgate 
the God-dishonouring dogma of a Hell of ► 
unending Torment, in which human Wills 
can remain in everlasting hostility to the 
Almighty, will have to acknowledge that, 
logically and morally, it is an impossibility. 

Happily, the monstrous doctrine is dying 
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a natural death as fast as it can. Its end 
will be hastened when the champions of 
it shall exercise the faith of “ a little child,” 
and shall believe that when God in His 
Bible says “ Death,” He means death, and 
not its opposite, life under a bad form. 

Then they will understand that which 
Science and Revelation both declare, viz., 
that the tendency of all unarrested disease, 
be it physical or moral, is not to preserve 
life, but to extinguish it. 

The Calvinist, too, so like the Jew of 
old, will, in the light of clearer interpreta¬ 
tion, have to do that which is very difficult 
for him—to strangle the spirit of religious 
exclusiveness. He will have to cast about 
fora better meaning of the word “ Election,” 
and learn the magnificent truth that all 
men, whether they attain it or not, have 
been made in view of the possibility of 
Salvation. He will also have to unlearn 
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the miserable doctrine, that those who 
lose Eternal Life, do so because a God 
called “ Love ” never intended them to 
find it. 

Lastly, the Universalist, who says that 
all will ultimately be saved, because all have 
been endowed with a capacity for Salvation, 
will have to learn from the Book of Nature 
that his logic is at fault. His premiss will 
not sustain the weight of his conclusion. 

Capacity for anything is not a guarantee 
of the attainment of the same. A man may 
be capable of receiving a fortune, but it by 
no means proves that he will have it. The 
Book of Nature will tell that eggs and seeds 
which never reach maturity, have, never¬ 
theless, capacities for it. 

Moreover, he will have to learn that the 
failure of a creature to answer the end for 
which he was called into being, in no way 
limits the Love and Omnipotence of God ; 


GLINTS THROUGH THE SHADOWS . 65 


because Love can never be satisfied with 
coerced Will, and Omnipotence never planned 
the Salvation of a creature apart from its 
adjustment to means divinely appointed for 
the reaching of that goal. 


The End. 
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